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indeed was greater than when he himself had held high
office.

From his youth he was destined by my father for a political
career, and his training, and especially his early sojourns in
France and Germany, were devised to fit him for public
affairs. As a young man, with his name, his good looks, his
charming manners, and his gift for friendship, he made a deep
impression on all who came in contact with him, and his cool
judgment and wide historical reading marked him out among
the most promising of the juniors of his day. This is not the
place to describe his rapid advance to office, nor the growing
respect which his character won for him among his contem-
poraries. Though inevitably overshadowed by the tremen-
dous personality of his father in his earlier years, he gradually
won his way to a general recognition of his personal qualities
and of his value as a wise statesman and a loyal colleague,

Here, however, I would rather dwell upon his character-
istics as a man than as a statesman. He had a singularly
affectionate nature and, as he often declared, no man was
ever happier in his marriage and in his relations with his
children. He had little of the English taste for games or
sports, and his eyesight, which was very defective from child-
hood, would have prevented his achieving much success in
anything requiring the accurate co-ordinatiou of hand and
eye. But he was devoted to flowers. Nothing gave him
greater pleasure than to stroll through woods and fields in
spring picking primroses and cowslips, and when he was able
to cultivate a rock garden in Sussex, he spent many hours
attending to his precious Alpines on which he became quite
an authority.

He was always what Dr. Johnson used to describe as a
"clubable" man, that is to say, that he was naturally sociable
and delighted in company. He was an extremely interesting
and agreeable talker, for he had stored up in a naturally
retentive memory a host of reminiscences, and he was more-
over an excellent raconteur. There are in London a number of